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The festivities were continued over many weeks. The Queen
received 20,000 Volunteers at Buckingham Palace, reviewed the
Regular Army at Aldershot, and steamed down the lines at a great
Naval Review at Cowes. She went in procession through East
London to open the " People's Palace " in Whitechapcl, and laid the
foundation of the Imperial Institute. Everywhere she was received
with acclamations and fervent protestations of loyalty. To herself
the occasion was tinged with melancholy, and in her letter of thanks
she seemed to divide her life into two parts, of which the worst was
the last. The Jubilee, she said, " has shown that the labour and anxiety
of fifty years, twenty-one of which I spent in unclouded happiness
shared and cheered by my beloved husband, while an equal number
were full of sorrow and trials, borne without his sheltering arm and
wise help, have been appreciated by my people." This division of the
Victorian age into sunlight and shadow was scarcely in the mood of
these times, but it was highly characteristic of Queen Victoria, and one
of the personal touches which endeared her to her subjects.